3rd Parly May Help Clinton, 
Gingrich Tells Perot Backers 
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House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
Ga.) yesterday sought to discourage 
supporters of Ross Perot from bolting 
to a third party in 1996, warning that 
“the only person helped by a third par- 
ty is President Clinton and the liberal 
Democrats.” 

Gingrich declared during an appear- 
ance on CBS’s “Face the Nation”: “If 
all of the pro-term-limits, anti-tax-in- 
crease, decentralize-government, 
shrink-the-bureaucracy folks stay to- 
gether as one party, we will win a 
smashing victory in '96, and it will be 
a victory for those values. If we split 
into two factions, then you can imag- 
ine a circumstance where President 
Clinton could get reelected, and the 
Democrats might do even fairly well 
in the congressional races.” 

In 1992, surveys of the 19 percent 
of voters who supported Perot indicat- 
ed that without the independent candi- 
date, they would have divided roughly 
evenly between Clinton and President 
George Bush. 

Since then, however, former Perot 
voters have become intensely critical 
of Clinton, and a majority of them vot- 
ed for Republican House candidates in 
1994, providing crucial support in the 
GOP takeover of Congress. 


The New York Times yesterday re- 
ported that many activists in Perot’s 
United We Stand America organiza- 
tion are disenchanted with the Repub- 
lican Party and want to run a third- 
party candidate for president in 1996. 
Their disappointment is based in part 
on the GOFs failure to win approval 
of congressional term limits and the 
balanced budget amendment, and the 
Republican leadership’s neglect of 
campaign finance and lobby reform. 

At least two other widely known 
figures — Jesse L. Jackson, who ran 
for the Democratic nomination in 
1984 and 1988, and Colin L. Powell, 
former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff— -have been mentioned as possi- 
ble third-party, or independent, candi- 
dates. 

There is general agreement that a 
Perot bid would hurt the GOP and 
help Clinton, while a Jackson candida- 
cy would hurt Clinton by splitting off 
black and white liberal support. Pow- 
ell’s impact as an independent candi- 
date is unclear. : 

Gingrich yesterday noted that Pow- . 
ell “is fabulously popular,” and said he ! 
hopes that Powell will be included ! 
among those considered for the GOP 
vice presidential nomination. “He may 
well decide to run for president,” Gin- 
grich said. “He certainly would be 
very formidable in either slot.” 


